THE DECLINE OF SERFDOM AND THE BIRTH   OF CAPITALISM

diers    were   wholeheartedly
devoted to their commander
and never suffered defeat un-
jier him.

Suvorov's views on the
science of warfare and his
treatment of the soldiers me
with opposition from the
officers who were for the
most pa.rt members of the
landed gentry brought up on
the outmoded Prussian sys-
tem of Frederick II. Engels
criticized this system se-
verely: '"Frederick, besides
laying the foundation for that
pedantry and maitinetism
which have since distin-
guished the Prussians, actual-
ly prepared them for the un-
paralleled disgrace of Jena                      A> v> Slly0rov
and -Auerstadt."

Emperor Paul was a particularly ardent admirer of the automa-
tism of the Prussian military system. "The soldier is simply a
machine, stipulated by the regulations/* he declared.

Under Paul I the old Prussian uniform was reintroduced into the
army: the soldiers were obliged to wet their hair with kvass9 sprinkle it
with flour and allow it to harden; 14-inch iron rods were fastened to the
back of their heads to shape pigtails; false locks were worn over the tem-
ples. Petty punctuality and blind obedience were demanded. Suvorov
ridiculed these Prussian practices as unsuitable for a real, fighting army.
"Hair powder is not gunpowder, false locks are not guns, and pigtails
are not sabres, and I am not a German but a born Russian," he said.
Suvorov did not comply with the new regulations and continued to
train his men according to his own system. Amidst the prevalent at-
mosphere of mute servility Suvorov's conduct was a bold challenge to
the tsar. In 1797 Paul banished Field Marshal Suvorov to Ms impover-
ished estate of Konchanskoye and kept him under humiliating surveil-
lance.

The Alpine Campaign. On the insistence of his English and
Austrian allies Paul recalled Suvorov from exile at the beginning of
1799 and appointed him commander-in-chief of the allied forces oper-
ating against the French who had occupied Italy and Switzerland.

In three and a half months the Russian troops under Suvorov defeat-
ed the armies of the best French generals. All of Northern Italy was